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WARD, poor, pretty and
ambitious chorus girl in “Sin-
bad” at the Gardem Theater

in Manhattan a few years ago, married

the late Sam Lewis, “Banker of

Princes,” and is now the richest woman

in England.

Her friend, Nina Farrington, clever,
beautiful, and desperately poor, sing- |
ing in “The Duke of Chappies” at thel
Grand Opera House in New York for
$1.50 a night, is now rich and influen-
tial, the wife of Lieutenant John Les-
moir Gordon of the King's Life Guards
in Londcn, retired.

The "rise of these two chorus girls |
from the footlights in America to|
wealth and fame in England makes one |
of the most fascinating stories from the
book of real life.

Fanny Ward and Nina Farrington
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| came

Lhoto Marcequ

a reality and a thing more to be prized |

than fine gold. This time she went
upon the stage as a leading lady in
legitimate parts and her success was
great. She made a hit in “The Girl 1
Left Behind Me."”

Few women in London possess such

| splendid jewels. Her pearls alone are

said to be worth $125,000, and in addition
she has diamonds that would be the
envy of royalty. Her gold jewel bag
and several rings reposing therein be-
famous when they were lost in
the Duchess of Manchester's house,
where they had been dpopped by Mrs,
Lewis and carefully put away by an
officious maid, who neglected to men-
tion it until Scotiand Yard had been
notified. The value of the bag and the
rings was then placed at $50,000.

In the meantime Nina Farrington was
meeting with successes and rebuffs in
America. Rather more successes than
rebuffs, however. She had made a for-
tune. She had hosts of friends. Some

one day went into Wall Street and made
a hundred thousand dollars in wheat.

The Boer war broke out and Nina

ll'urrington‘s brothers tools, conspicuous

parts in the hottest fighting at the front.
She wanted to go to South Africa as
a nurse, for she remembered that in one

! of the Indian rebellions her little York-

| shire mother had bound up the blcody
| limbs of British soldiers whe fought the
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Afghan intruders, and that to her grave
the little woman would carry the deep
scar a rebel bullet that tore throug
her scalp upon the field of battle.

Nina Farrington remained in New
York and raised money for the English
Red Cross Society, however. One day
she read the war dispatches she
came across a narm- that made the hot
blood mount to her cheeks and called
up the picture of a little Yorkshire vil-

as

lage green with the boys and girls
rogaping across it in the starlight.

“Lieutenant Johr Lesmo’r Gordon,
shot through the leg, walked @fteen
miles through the enemy’s country with
dispatches,”” was all the paper said.

But day after day as little mentions
of the Highlander kept appearing, she
| remembered more and more of his hand-
! some look, as a Rugby boy, he danced
| with the village giris on a night of long
ago.

Nina Farrington now had a house in
New York. She had a house at Narra-
gansett Pler, where she had lived sev-
eral Summers with Anna Robinson.

Goes Back to Europe.

l Her cottage at Swampscott, Mass.,
and its luxurious furnishings made a
|gistinct sensation along the North
| Shore, where her costumes, trappings
and yachts made her the most talked-
about woman of the Summer colony for
luveral seasons.

i Her last appearance in BeowOn was at
|the Columbia, where she appeared in
{ support of Marie Dressler. In New York
| her last appearance was during the time
|she was a member of “The Hall of
Fame™ company at the New York The-
ater.

A few months ago Fanny Ward, hav-
ing become the richest woman in Eng-
land through the death of her husband,
advised Nina Farrington to return to
Europe to be near her family. She
went to London under contract with
George Edwardes to open in “The Or-
chid.”

The night that she was to appear
John Lesmoir Gordon, lieutenant of the
First Life Guards of London, received
a note, presumably from Mrs. Fanny
Ward Lewis, telling him to be sure and
see Nina Farrington in ““The Orchid.
that night. The name stuck strangely
in his memory, but he could not place it.

As the curtain went up the soidier
i leveled his glass at the stage,.and as
he caught sight of the handsome iace
of Nina Farrington, more beautiful and
womanly, but the same face that he
had admired years before at the village
in York, his exclamation of surprise
attracted attention in nearby boxes.

Weds Her First Love.

At the same time Nina Farrington's
eyes caught sight of a brown, s
tanned face in the audience, a face that
was strangely familar and which spoiled
her acung for that nigw.. In fact her
dismal failure that nrst evening prob-
aply resulted in her decision that the
part she had come to England to take
in “The Orchid” was not fitted to her
and she did not again appear.

But when she left the theater that
night, among those waiting at th2 stage
door was John Lesmoir Gordon, of the
| First Life Guards, and the warm grasp
| of his hand was the friendliest she had
known since her return to England.

Miss Farrington cancelled her contract
and was approached by the management
of the Moulin Rouge in Paris, and ac-
cepted a part in one of the principal
reviews running there.

Her romantic marriage to Lieutenant
John Lesmoir Gordon, of the First Life
Guarde, and the select little reception
afterward at the home of Mrs. Fanny
Ward Lewis, at which some of the best
known artists in London were present,
was the next bit of information that
came to the New York friends of the two
women who for many years have
been well known to theatrical people
and the public in most American cities

Mrs. Nina Farrington Gordon and her
husband will resi in a pretty villa at
Lea, in Kent. utenant Gordon has a
fortune of his own, and Miss Farring-
ton herself has accumulated considera-
ble property.

Fanny Ward, in spite of her millions,
has come back to the stage and revels
in fine and won the prize
for the best-dressed woman of the cor-
onation year. She prophesies that Miss
Farrington will not long be content
to lead the humdrum life of a matron
|and that she will soon follow her back
imm the fascinating glow of the foot-
lights.
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